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God great sickness had seized upon him, quickly put
away his former obstinacy of heart, made an assembly
of the kindred, and of his own free will, but moved
by the Lord, directed the boy to the monastery which
is called by a name of the ancients Ad-Escancastre,1
and committed him to an embassy of trusty messen-
gers to deliver to the faithful Wulfhard, who was
abbot of that monastery. The little boy, his friends
standing beside him, addressed Wulfhard discreetly,
and, making his request intelligently, as his parents 2
had taught him aforetime, declared that he had long
desired to submit himself to the monastic rule.
Forthwith the father of the monastery, after taking
counsel with the brethren and receiving their bene-
diction, as the order of the regular life demanded,3
granted his consent and the fulfilment of the boy's
wish. And so the man of God, bereaved of his father
according to the flesh, followed the adoptive father of
our redemption,4 and, renouncing the earthly gains of
the world, strove to acquire the merchandise of an
eternal inheritance: ,that, according to the veridical
voice of truth, by forsaking father, or mother, or lands,
or the other things which are of this world, he should
receive a hundredfold, and should inherit everlasting
life.5

1  Exeter.

2  Perhaps rather ' relatives.'

a Saint Benedict of Nursia, Regula, 3.

4  Romans, viii, 14, 15, 23.

5  Matthew, xix, 29.